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On Jan. 8, in Zacatecoluca, El Salvador, Judge Consuelo Salazar Alvarenga de Revelo ruled that five
convicted killers of four US churchwomen could not be freed under a general amnesty implemented
by the government as part of the regional peace plan. Three of the five men had applied for release
under the amnesty. According to Alvarenga de Revelo, the killing of the religious was not a political
crime and, therefore, the amnesty did not apply, and that the ruling could not be appealed. She
is a judge in the 1st Criminal Court of Zacatecoluca, about 40 miles southeast of the capital. The
five National Guardsmen were convicted of the Dec. 2, 1980, rape and murder of Jean Donovan,
a lay worker; Dorothy Kazel, an Ursuline nun; and Ita Ford and Maura Clark, Maryknoll nuns.
The murders helped focus US attention on the nation's civil war, and the Carter administration
briefly cut off aid to the government because of the killings. In November, the Salvadoran congress
approved a general amnesty under the auspices of the peace accord. The amnesty, which has
been harshly criticized by human rights groups, freed about 470 political prisoners, and made
it impossible to prosecute people involved in death squad activity or military abuses against
civilians. In the case of the churchwomen, on May 23, 1984, Luis Antonio Colindres Aleman, Carlos
Joaquin Contreras Palacios, Francisco Orlando Contreras Recinos, Daniel Canales Ramirez and Jose
Roberto Moreno Canjura were sentenced to 30 years in prison, the country's maximum sentence,
for aggravated homicide and robbery. None of those convicted was an officer; questions remain
about who ordered the murders. In May 1983 the State Department appointed Judge Harold R. Tyler
Jr. of New York to head an independent investigation into the killings. In his report, Tyler said it
was probable that Col. Roberto Monterrosa, head of the government's official investigation of the
crime, was "aware of the identity of the killers and, further, that he participated in the cover-up
by purposely failing to provide Colindres Aleman's fingerprints to the United States for analysis."
After the release of convicted killers of two US land reform advisers last week, the AFL-CIO which
had sent the advisers, asked the Reagan administration to suspend military aid to EL Salvador.
Instead, the US threatened to withdraw its $9 million judicial reform aid package. (Basic data from
AP, 01/08/88; Washington Post, 01/09/88)
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